VIVEKANANDA’S WORLD MISSION

Bhabani Bhattacharya has presented an account of Swami Vivekananda’s life. Vivekananda lived as a beggar in North India during 1888. He was not like the others. He was tall, broad with a wide forehead and dark eyes. He wore the saffron dress of a swami. He had nothing but a staff and a begging bowl with him. 


When Vivekananda was a college student, he used to read a lot. He was brilliant and learnt many philosophical things. But he was not at peace. He met the holy man Ramakrishna at Dakshineswar. Ramakrishna was a priest in the temple of the Goddess Kali. After learning from the great man, Vivekananda left his home forever and became a swami. He meditated and prepared himself in the paths of the holy man.

Vivekananda had a desire of seeing the world. He went to Benares, Ayodhya, Agra, Brindaban and Hathras. Here he found Sadananda who went to the Himalayas with him. While travelling, he had great ideas in his mind. He believed in “Oneness of all”. He left his hometown of Baranagore and stayed away for six years. During this time, he travelled from the Himalayas to the Cape. He lived with beggars, untouchables and criminals. Sometimes he was the guest of maharajas. He saw that many people suffered. He strongly believed that religion will not fill the empty stomach. When he reached Cape Comorin, he did not have any money to pay for the boat. So he swam across the sea.

People were talking about the Parliament of Religions. Vivekananda wanted to participate in this. A maharaja gave him money to reach Chicago. He gave himself the name of Vivekananda at the time of leaving. When he reached there, he was cold and hungry. Speakers had to produce certificates to speak in the Parliament. He did not have any. Luckily, he met a Harvard professor in the railway station. The professor got him to speak on Hinduism.

Everyone was shocked when he addressed them “Sisters and brothers of America”. He spoke more than twelve times. People praised him. He spoke on the “Oneness of all” and his voice was like music. He had suddenly become famous. But he did not like American culture. He commented on Christianity being a religion of luxury. Indians started accusing him of eating beef. But he remained faithful to his principles.


He travelled to Europe. When he reached India, maharajas welcomed him with flowers. But Vivekananda was sick. Malaria and diabetes had troubled him a lot. Still he worked hard to establish the Ramakrishna Mission abroad. He spoke for inter-caste marriage, widow remarriage and abolishing castes. Despite being sick, he travelled to Paris, Austria and other European countries. Even when he was dying, he went o Mayavati on the Himalayas. But he was not defeated by death. He believed he had achieved something in his short life which would take a lot of time.
THE GIFT OF THE MAGI
O. Henry is the pseudonym of William Sydney Porter (1862-1910). He is an American writer of short stories. He published ten collections of stories. Some of them are Cabbages and Kings (1904), The Four Million (1906) and Roads of Destiny (1909). “The Gift of the Magi” is one of the best-known American short stories that was hurriedly written for the Sunday World magazine in 1905. O. Henry went beyond his deadline and wrote it to earn money. It was published in the collection The Four Million. Set in New York City, it is the story of superhuman sacrifice and love between two ordinary humans, Mr. and Mrs. James Dillingham Young.

Jim and Della were poor and lived in a small furnished flat for eight dollars a week. Jim worked for twenty dollars a week and it was not enough to run a family in New York. It was Christmas time and Della was all alone thinking of what to buy as a present for Jim. She had saved up only one dollar and eighty-seven cents. She had a hard time saving it from bargaining over meat and vegetables. And it was not enough to buy something precious for her precious Jim. So she cried and then wiped her tears.

After a while, she got an idea. The couple had a precious possession each. Jim’s was a gold watch. It was so valuable that King Solomon would have turned green with envy if he had spotted it. It would not match his treasures. Della’s beautiful long brown hair would have made Queen Sheba jealous. Della looks at her hair and decides to sell it to buy Jim’s gift. She puts on an old brown coat and runs to Madame Sofronie’s, a store that bought and sold hair. The owner of the store calmly inspects and offers her twenty dollars for her hair. Della accepts and after two hours, she wanders through every street looking for a nice gift. 

Finally, Della spots a simple gold chain for Jim’s watch. It was rich, simple and pure – like Jim. She buys it for twenty-one dollars and returns home. Now, she is anxious and hopes Jim will still like her with short hair. She looked like a school-boy. She cooks dinner nervously. Jim arrives right on time and remains calm when he sees her hair. But he looks at her in a manner between anger and sorrow. He gives her a gift. It is a pack of hair clips she had wanted for a long time. It was made of tortoise shell and had jewels in it. It was so expensive but her hair was gone. She laughed and then cried. That was why he had looked at her in that way. She shows him her gift. But he had sold his watch to buy the clips. They decide to put away their gifts for a while. O. Henry compares them to the Wise Men of the East who gave valuable gifts to Christ. This foolish couple was the wisest of all in their love for each other which is more valuable than any gift. 

Love and sacrifice are the two other themes in the story. The Magi were a priestly caste in ancient Persia. The Wise Men of the East were three Kings who brought gold, frankincense and myrrh to the newborn Christ. These gifts were considered so valuable in those days. Today, the words “magus” (a wise man or a sorcerer) and “magic” are from the “magi”. Jim and Della were not wise. They sold their precious possessions to please each other. But their love made them do it. So in that aspect, they are like the Magi who knew what gifts to give. 
